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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This office action is in response to tlie comnnunication dated 5/26/2009. 

2. Claims 1-3, 5-12, and 14-24 are pending. Claims 4 and 13 are cancelled. 



Drawings 

3. The objection of the drawings has been withdrawn based on the filed amendment 
dated 5/26/2009. 



Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3, 5-12 and 14-24 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Objections 

5. Claims 20-24 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a) As to claim 20, "A storage medium" should be ~A computer readable 
storage medium- according to the spec [0122] of the instant Patent Application 
Publication. 

b) As to claims 21-24, "a computer usable medium" should be ~a computer 
readable storage medium--. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 1 , 10, 16, 18, 20 recite the limitation "said proof in "generating a 
certificate includes time information for said proof. Claim 5 recites the limitation "said 
signature step" and claim 14 recites the limitation "said signature means". There are 
insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 1-3, 5-12, 14-15, 18-22 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Vaeth et al. (6,308,277) in view of Kobata et al. (6,591 ,367) 
and further in view of DeBry (6,385,728). 

a) As to claims 1, 10, 18, 20-22 and 24, Vaeth discloses a method and 
system for issuing and managing certificates in the field of telecommunications, 
particularly in electronic commerce (Vaeth: col. 1, lines 10-13) comprising the steps of a 
proof service provider transmitting a certificate generation request to a witness or a 
certificate generator (Vaeth: col. 6, lines 19-20); and generating a certificate (Vaeth: col. 
6, line 21). 
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Vaeth does not disclose tlie step of tlie witness or certificate generator obtaining 
electronic content upon the receipt of the certificate generation request from the service 
provider. 

Kobata discloses a method and apparatus for transmitting digital information over 
a network (Kobata: col. 1, lines 1-2) comprising receiving system obtains digital 
information from a server system (Kobata: Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 21-43; col. 4, lines 6-49). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to employ the use of obtaining contents electronically as Kobata teaches in 
the system of Vaeth so as to save transmission bandwidth. 

The combination of Vaeth and Kobata is silent on the teaching of including 
address information for said electronic content and time information for said proof in the 
certificate. 

DeBry is relied on for the teaching of including address information for said 
electronic content and time information for said proof in the certificate (DeBry: Fig. 2, 
elements 42 and 44). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to employ the use of including address information for said electronic content 
and time information for said proof in the certificate in the system of Vaeth and Kobata, 
as DeBry teaches so as to securely retrieve a file. 

b) As to claims 2, 7 and 1 1 , the combination of Vaeth, Kobata and DeBry 
discloses the certificate includes the electronic content or data which is a hash code that 
uniquely represents the electronic content (Vaeth: Fig.1, col. 3, lines 35-41). 
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c) As to claims 3 and 12, tlie combination of Vaetli, Kobata and DeBry 
discloses the method further comprising the step of accumulating the certificate in the 
service provider or transmitting the certificate to a user (Vaeth: col. 8, lines 49-51 ). 

d) As to claims 5, 14 and 19, the combination of Vaeth, Kobata and DeBry 
discloses the step of generating the certificate includes a step of providing a signature 
for the certificate and wherein the signature step includes a first configuration process 
consisting of a first signature step by the witness or the certificate generator and a 
second signature step by the service provider (Vaeth: col. 4, lines 43-47) or a second 
configuration process consisting of a signature step by a notary service provider. 

e) As to claims 6 and 15, the combination of Vaeth, Kobata and DeBry 
discloses the signature is encrypted using a public key encryption method to prevent 
alteration by a person other than a signer (Vaeth: col. 2, lines 16-67; col. 3, lines 1-13; 
lines 35-40). 

f) As to claim 8, the combination of Vaeth, Kobata and DeBry 
discloses the method wherein in accordance with a request from the user, the 
certificate generation request is transmitted to the witness or the certificate generator on 
one or multiple dates or is transmitted continuously during one or multiple specific 
periods (Vaeth: col. 6, lines 1-6). 

g) As to claim 9, the combination of Vaeth, Kobata and DeBry 
discloses the method wherein synchronization of time is effected between the service 
provider and the witness or the certificate generator (Vaeth: Fig. 2, elements 80 and 
90). 
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10. Claims 16 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Vaeth et al. (6,308,277) in view of Lim (6,728,884) and further in view of DeBry 
(6,385,728). 

Vaeth discloses a method and system for issuing and managing certificates in 
the field of telecommunications, particularly in electronic commerce (col. 1, lines 10-13) 
comprising means for accepting and for analyzing a service request received from a 
user (Fig. 2, element 75); means for transmitting a certificate generation request to the 
witness or the certificate generator that is selected (Fig. 2, element 81 ); means for 
accepting a certificate from the witness or from the certificate generator (Fig. 2, element 
83); means for transmitting the certificate to the user (Fig. 2, element 77). 

Vaeth does not disclose means for selecting a witness or a certificate generator 
from a registered member group. 

Lim discloses a method and apparatus for selectively authenticating and 
authorizing a client seeking access to one or more protected computer systems 
over a network comprising means for selecting a name that corresponds to a proxy 
server from the plurality of proxy servers to authenticate user (col. 9, lines 58-67 to col. 
10, lines 1-5). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to employ the use of selecting a certificate generator or witness i.e proxy 
server from a plurality of proxy servers as Lim teaches in the system of Vaeth so as to 
guarantee the randomness and fairness in authenticating and authorizing users. 
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The combination of Vaetli and Lim is silent on tlie teacliing of including address 
information for said electronic content and time information for said proof in the 
certificate. 

DeBry is relied on for the teaching of including address information for said 
electronic content and time information for said proof in the certificate (DeBry: Fig. 2, 
elements 42 and 44). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to employ the use of including address information for said electronic content 
and time information for said proof in the certificate in the system of Vaeth and Lim, as 
DeBry teaches so as to securely retrieve a file. 

11. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vaeth et 
al. (6,308,277) in view of Lim (6,728,884) in view of DeBry (6,385,728) and further in 
view of Kohl et al. (6,430,688). 

Vaeth further discloses means for accepting the certificate, however Vaeth, Lim 
and DeBry do not include means for providing an electronic signature to the certificate. 

Kohl discloses a method, apparatus, article of manufacture and a memory 
structure for issuing digital certificates to a client comprising digital signatures 
incorporate into a certificate (col. 5, lines 37-43). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to employ the use of incorporating digital signatures into a certificate as Kohl 
teaches in the system of Vaeth, Lim and DeBry so as to ensure the authenticity. 
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Conclusion 

12. Any inquiry concerning tliis comnnunication or earlier comnnunications from tlie 
examiner sliould be directed to Minli Dieu Nguyen wliose teleplione number is 571-272- 
3873. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Taghi T. Arani can be reached on 571-272-3787. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http:.//pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Minh Dieu Nguyen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2438 



